340          DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES     [JULY 21

duties on Friday, although he did not assign that as the
reason for delay.

July 24, Monday. On Saturday evening I went with the
President (whose health is suffering from excessive labor
and care) and Preston King down the Potomac and took a
sail yesterday in the Bay, returning last evening to Wash-
ington. Mr. Fox and Mr. Faxon accompanied us, also
Wright Rives, the President's private secretary, also Dr.
Duval. It was a small, pleasant, quiet party, intended to
promote health and strength, especially to the President,
who permits himself to be overtaxed.
I The great iron ram Dunderberg was launched on Satur-
day. The papers give details of the vessel from its incep-
tion to the launch, but much of it warped. Among other
things it is said the Navy Department entered upon the
construction of this ship with great reluctance. It was
after deliberate consideration. If it had been stated that I
engaged in this work and made this contract with great
caution and circumspection it would have been true. At
the time this decision was made and the vessel commenced,
a foreign war was feared. We had a large defensive force,
but not as many and formidable vessels as we should need
in the event of a war with a maritime power.

We had contracted for the Dictator and the Puritan, tur-
reted vessels, which, if completed, would break up any
attempted blockade of our harbors or coasts, but we could
not cruise with them. Admiral Smith urged that one of
these vessels should be of iron, the other of wood. The
Assistant Secretary, Mr. Fox, was urgent and persistent
for the construction of four vessels. Mr. Lenthall was not
partial to the turreted form of vessel. I decided in favor of
two, and but two, and the Dictator and the Puritan were
the results of that decision. I have since wished that one
of these vessels was of wood, as Admiral Smith proposed,
and I have rejoiced that I did not yield to the appeals for
more. Probably those who urged the construction of more
are glad also.